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Charlotte Players, Inc.
P.O. Box 494088  •  Port Charlotte, FL  33949-4088

941-255-1022  •  Fax: 941-743-7297
info@charlotteplayers.org  •  www.charlotteplayers.org

CHARLOTTE PLAYERS
1182 Market Circle  •  Port Charlotte, FL  33953-3820

Charlotte Player Chairpersons and Coordinators

Ushers Coordinator—
Charlotte Harbor Event &
  Conference Center ................
Langdon Playhouse ................ Sandy Wright 425-530-0119 sandy.wright@charlotteplayers.org

Reader’s Theater Coordinator ... Jessie Reter-Choate 540-850-0762 jrchoate52@gmail.com

Box Office Manager ................... Steve Pignataro 941-626-1034 stevepignataro@hughes.net

Fundraising Chairperson ........... Jenni Elliott 941-525-2757 jenlylie44@gmail.com

Play Reading Committee
  Chairperson ............................. Jerry Jones 573-690-0791 wondergoat@embarqmail.com

Newsletter Editors ...................... Dan Mearns 941-893-9692 danmearns@gmail.com
Sally Lightbourn 941-979-9216 sally2264@comcast.net

Set Construction ........................ Chris Smith 941- 637-8562 avantgardenlink.info@comcast.net

2021 Charlotte Players Board of Directors Officers
President ... Jerry Jones

Vice President ... Jenni Elliott
Secretary ... Robin Jenkins
Treasurer ... Dan Mearns

Immediate Past President ... Sean Doherty

Directors
Jaha Cummings   •   Patricia Merrick   •  Bill Olson

 Paul Reed   •   Glenn Wright   •   John Wright

Charlotte Players — a volunteer-based organization — shall provide and
promote quality theater arts programs to educate, entertain and enrich
the Southwest Florida Community.
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Primary Member Name _______________________________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________________________________________

City __________________________________________________ State _________________ Zip __________________

Code _________________________________________________

Home Phone  ( ______ ) _______________________________ Cell Phone ( _____ ) ____________________________

email address ______________________________________________________________________________________

Sponsor Member Name _______________________________________________________________________________

Credit Card # _____________________________________ CVV # ________________________ Expiration Date _______

Additional Members (if applicable):

Name _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Name _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Name _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Charlotte Players reserves the right to modify, in writing, membership dues and benefits upon members annuakl renewal.

Charlotte Players, Inc. is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization. Your contribution may be tax-deductible.

Please visit www.CharlottePlayers.org
for Membership Details

•  Individual Membership: $2500 Annually

•  Family Membership: $3500 Annually
(Includes all idividuals living in the same household)

Business Membership: $7500 Annually
(Includes up to 4 members)

For Office Use Only

Date Amount Paid

$ ___________________________________ Check No. __________________________ Cash _________

Please make your check payable to:  Charlotte Players, Inc.

Mailing address:
Charlotte Players, Inc.  •   P.O. Box 494088 •  Port Charlotte, FL  33949-4088

Business Office location:
1182 Market Circle  •  Port Charlotte, FL  33953-3820

Telephone:  941-255-1022  •  Fax:  941-743-7297

Please visit www.CharlottePlayers.org for Show Information, Events and Volunteer Opportunities

07/2017
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Langdon Playhouse Theatrical Season
Charlotte Players Community Theater Center • 1182 Market Circle • Port Charlotte, FL
Evening Performances at 7:30 p.m.; Matinees at 2:00 p.m. some Saturdays and Sundays

You Should Be So Lucky
May 14-23, 2020
Director: Diane Messina
Tickets: $22; $11

This modern Cinderella story set in Greenwich Village is
reminiscent of the classic screwball
comedies of the 1930s, but with a
twist. Shy and eccentric Christopher
helps an elderly millionaire who faints
in the street. Touched by the young
man’s generous spirit, the old man
becomes his benefactor and arranges
for him to meet his Prince Charming.
When Christopher inherits half of his
millions, and the family threatens to contest the will, the old man’s
ghost returns to help.

Men Are Dogs
June 11-20, 2021
Director: Joseph Simonelli
Tickets: $22, $11

A therapist who runs a support group
for single and divorced women must
listen to a number of relationship
problems from her unusual cadre of
patients as well as dealing with the
unsolicited advice of her live-in
mother on subjects ranging from
dating to cooking recipes.

Charlotte Players Artist Gallery Now Open

Starting with our 2021-2022 season, the Langdon
Playhouse will have an “Artist Gallery.” We initiated a trial art
display the first week of January that has proven to be very
successful. Our slatwall in the concession area is perfect for
displaying paintings, photos, wreaths and any other pieces that
can be hung on a wall. A recent cabinet purchase will provide us
with the opportunity to display an array ofcrafts, books and
small items in various areas around the office. We hope to provide
something unique for residents and visitors alike.

We would like to invite artists, writers, musicians and crafters
to submit their works for display in our new gallery. As a non-
profit organization, we seek diversified revenue sources. We
are asking for a minimum of 50% of the sale price to be a tax-
deductible donation to our theater. Any donation of the sale

price over the minimum is greatly appreciated. We will provide
donation and 1099 documentation for your taxes.

Patrons of our theater will provide a steady flow of potential
customers and we provide a comfortable place for them to
view and purchase your works. To provide our patrons with
an ever-changing variety of arts and crafts, each artist will have
a limited space and items will only be displayed for 90 days.

Starting June 1, 2022, artists and crafters can submit their
works for display consideration. Our goal is to offer artists a
place to display their talents and our patrons an opportunity to
see many quality works of art.

Coordination of works to be displayed will be done by our
Artist Gallery Coordinator, Sue Arnold. You can contact Sue by
email: scubasue2@comcast.net or by phone: 941-204-7525.
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Take Another Bow! — Highlights from This Season

Mom’s Gift

Proposals

With This Ring
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Former Charlotte Players

President Janet Castro, who died at

her home in Punta Gorda on March

9 2021, and spent a majority of her

90 years giving of herself. Over

seven decades as a speech and

English teacher, drama instructor,

actress, and theater executive, she

made tremendous contributions to

friends, family, students, and

audiences of all ages. Her passion

to work with people who wanted

or needed her help was genuine and

enthusiastic.

Janet was involved in community

theater for more than 70 years,

starting in elementary school in New York. She was active in

drama clubs through high school, college and graduate school.

Earning a Master’s Degree in speech and theater, she spent

18 years teaching English and speech at Brooklyn Technical

High School. In all, she taught those subjects for more than 27

years in New York City. During nine of those years, she worked

at WNYE, an educational radio station, where she wrote,

produced, directed and performed in programs for schools all

over the United States.

After retiring from the New York City school system

in 1985, Castro and her husband, Manny (who died in

2017),  moved to Punta Gorda  Isles,  where  she

discovered the Charlotte Players. She appeared as an

actress in 17 Players’ productions, directed five shows,

Remembering Janet Castro

and served three terms as the

community theater’s President.

Her performance as Nurse

Ratchett in One Flew Over the

Cuckoo’s Nest received rave

audience and critical reviews. She

also taught drama in Punta Gorda

and Port Charlotte.

“Janet was as an enormous

asset to the arts community here in

Charlotte County,” said Sherrie

Moody, Executive Director of the

Charlotte Players.

Janet established the Charlotte

Players’ first two outreach programs,

Readers Theater and Mobile School

Theater. In addition, she taught adult and student acting classes

for the Charlotte Players for many years.

In 1996, Janet was awarded the Charlotte County Arts and

Humanities Council’s “Charley Award” for her lifetime

contributions to the arts. Eleven years later, she received the

Florida Theater Conference regional Distinguished Career

Award, which was established in 1986 by the group’s board of

directors to recognize one individual from each of the five FTC

divisions each year.

In recent years, Castro worked as speech teacher and

simulated patient at Ximedus, a Port Charlotte center designed

to prepare medical students and graduates for residency

placement by assisting with English comprehension. She worked

there from 2014 until the late months of 2020.
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Kids Onstage Fully Returns

Sixth-grader Kendra Rose Lowery as Annie and Lily Luv as Sandy in
the 2020 Kids OnStage production of Annie Jr. Campers wore face
shields during the show and masks during rehearsals and other camp
activities, and they will do so again this year.

Pandemic concerns prompted numerous changes in last

year’s Kids Onstage Drama Camp program, with all campers

combined in a single class. Students entering third through 12th

grade presented the musical “Annie Jr.” on stage before a live

audience.

“Unfortunately, we were unable to accommodate the younger

kids last year, those entering first and second grades,” said

Executive Director Sherrie Moody. “This year, we’re inviting

them back, along with the older groups.”

Camp will take place over two weeks in July (July 12-16

and 19-24) at the Langdon Playhouse. Campers will learn about

all facets of theatrical  production, including backstage craft,

scenic design, props, costumes, acting, music and dance. They

will be divided into three groups, with each performing a live

show open to the public at the end of the camp:

1. Dolly’s Kids. —Children entering the first and second

grades in the fall will bring to life one of the Charlotte County

Imagination Library books, There’s a Hole in the Bottom

of the Lake. This version of the classic children’s song is

sure to elicit some smiles and laughter as the hole keeps

filling up.

2. Stars.—Boys and girls entering grades three through

six will perform We Are Monsters, an original musical

that follows human kids into a monster cabaret filled

with quirky monster characters. Look for fun costumes

and makeup.

3. Thespians.—Young people entering the seventh through

12th grades will  stage Schoolhouse Rock. Based on the

ever-popular, award-winning 1970s cartoons, this fast-

paced musical teaches lessons with clever, catchy tunes.

During camp, Dolly’s Kids and Stars will meet at the

Langdon from 9:00 a.m.-noon each day, while the Thespians

will meet there from 1:00-4:00 p.m. The shows will be held

at the Langdon at 7:00 p.m. on Friday, July 23; 7:00 p.m. on

Saturday, July 24; and 2:00 p.m. on Sunday, July 25.

There will be limited space in the Stars and Thespians groups

this year, so parents are advised to make their registrations early.

Registration fees are $195 per student on or before July 5.

Starting July 6, the fee will be $220. Families with multiple

members will receive a $25 discount on each additional

registration. The Langdon Playhouse is located at 1182 Market

Circle in Port Charlotte. For more information, please contact

the business office at 941-255-1022.
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Comedy for a Cause Back on the Big Stage

Comedy for a Cause Director Dr. Chris Constance, standing, oversees an early
practice at the Langdon Playhouse rehearsal hall with, from left, Steve Lineberry,
Mike Moody, Amanda Stahl-Stacey and Kim Parks.

Last year’s virtual edition of Comedy for a Cause
did quite well, under the circumstances, and all who
participated should be applauded. This year, the event is
returning to the Charlotte Harbor Event and Conference
Center and will take place on September 17, 2021.

Steve Lineberry of Premier Photographic Events is
back as Chairperson, and County Commissioner Dr.
Christopher Constance is returning as Director.

“We want to enlist the help of Charlotte Players members
and friends in finding the cast for this year’s event,” Steve said.

“Here is a great opportunity for someone to represent local
companies in a hilarious night of improv, raising much needed
funds for Players programs. We all know business owners, staff,
and business acquaintances that would be perfect. No
experience, no problem.”

The “Curtain Call” online silent auction will be held again
this year, this time with a new online auction company that will
be including fantastic trips and products in addition to items
donated locally.

Volunteers Needed
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Sushila Cherian at the 2019 Comedy for a Cause.

and settled in the Northeast. They
moved to Punta Gorda in the mid-
1980s, where Dr. Cherian had a
successful ear, nose and throat
practice and Sushila developed a
core group of friends who found her
philanthropy contagious.

You may have already received
season-ticket forms for our 61st

season, and our season brochure will
be out shortly. At the Langdon, we
have eight shows, including “Exit
Laughing” and “Bell, Book &
Candle,” and four special events,
including our second “Best Christmas
Pageant Event” and the return of our
New Year’s Eve show.

Special events at the Charlotte
County Event and Conference

Center, in addition to The Oak
Ridge Boys and Comedy for a
Cause, include the return of the
Edwards Twins and Sister’s
Late Night Catechism, plus
tribute shows of John Denver
and Martin & Lewis, which
were canceled last year due to
COVID.

In other news, we are
currently investigating the old
Punta Gorda Library on W.
Henry Street in Punta Gorda as a
new home. This is very
preliminary and we are conducting
our due diligence on the possible
project. So, stay tuned, stay safe,
and I hope to  see you soon.

Marj Curry — Thank You for All the Years

Marjorie “Marj” Curry,  one of our wonderful volunteers
over many years, is stepping down usher coordinator for our
special events at the Charlotte Harbor Event and Conference
Center. Anyone interested in assuming those duties is encouraged
to contact the office at  941-255-1022.

“I’ve known Marj for over 20 years,” said Executive
Director Sherrie Moody. “We first met at the Cultural Center
when I was the theater manager. My 23-year-old son Kevin
was just two years old. Wow...does that make me feel old.
“Marj was a faithful usher and box office volunteer who spent
her summers in Maine. One of my early recollections of our
time together was when Marj stopped by my old office (what is
now the Men’s Restroom in the Cultural Center theater) to
announce that she was back and ready to work.

“Marj was always a very dependable volunteer. I could
ask to do almost anything, and I did. She ran the show box
office 99.9% of the time. I knew she could take charge, and
she did.

“When I left the Cultural Center and came to the Charlotte
Players, I brought Marj along with me. Over the last 15-plus
years, she has continued to volunteer with coordinating Langdon
Playhouse and Special Event ushers, which included ushering herself
at performances all over the county and in North Port. I can’t say
enough about how I have depended on her over the years. Too
many hours to even begin to count.“We love you Marj, and you
had better show your face around here frequently or we will just
show up unannounced and drag you to some shows.”

Marj Curry holds the David-Lee Award she received from Sherrie
Moody at the Players annual meeting and Volunteer Awards Night in
2015. The award is named for David Schmidt and Lee Eastin, who for
many years served as volunteer carpenters in the Charlotte Players
Set Shop.
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May-September 2021

Executive Director

WHAT’S NEXT:

May 14-23, 2021
You Should Be So Lucky

Langdon Playhouse
(See page 9)

June 11-20, 2021
Men Are Dogs

Langdon Playhouse
(See page 9)

July 12-16 & 19-24, 2021
Kids Onstage

Location to be Announced
(see page 4)

September 17, 2021
Comedy for a Cause

Charlotte Harbor Event &
Conference Center

(see page 3)

(continued on page 2)

Our 60th season isn’t
over yet. We have two
more hilarious plays coming
up in May and June at the
Langdon Players, followed
by Kids Onstage in July and
Comedy for a Cause in
September. You know, it
seems like things are kind of
getting back to some kind of normal.
Nevertheless, we will continue to practice
COVID precautions at all our
productions, and we appreciate our
audiences’ cooperation.

I’d also to thank our board of
directors, staff, actors and show directors,
backstage personnel, our members and
volunteers, and the community for their
support through this extraordinary season.
We took extraordinary steps that allowed
us to present shows during the pandemic
in a safe environment, which
drove expenses up, while revenue from
ticket sales declined greatly.

Our fundraising efforts included
Express Feedback for Good, which
allows nonprofit organizations to generate
significant funding by asking their
supporters to share their opinions on
popular brands and companies in online
surveys. We ended up with 298
registrants, 8,593 surveys answered, and
$17,186 raised. Your participation made
a huge difference.

Sushila Cherian, one of
our loyal members, stepped
up for us in a big way,
sponsoring our final three
shows at the Langdon in
memory of her late husband,
Dr. J. V. Cherian. Sushila is
a “Wonder Woman” whose
generosity knows no bounds.

In addition, she purchased a new Dell
desktop computer for our office.
She shares her money, heart, and time with
many of our local nonprofits, including
Habitat for Humanity, Lifelong Learning
Institute. Fred Lang Foundation, American
Cancer Society, Charlotte Symphony,
Operation Cooper Street, Meals on
Wheels, Virginia B. Andes Community
Clinic, and us, thankfully.

Just this April, Sushila established the
Cherian Family Scholarship Fund through
the Charlotte Community Foundation. The
scholarship goes to young women in
Charlotte County who plan to pursue an
education in either the medical or general
studies fields.

In 1919, she rappelled down the
SunTrust Building in Port Charlotte to
garner donations for Drug Free Charlotte
County. See, I told you she was Wonder
Woman. A native of Singapore, Sushila and
her husband traveled to the United States


